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ABSTRACT: In this Letter, the magnetic phase transition and
domain wall motion in a single-crystalline Mn5Ge3 nanowire
were investigated by temperature-dependent magneto-transport measurements. The ferromagnetic Mn5Ge3 nanowire was
fabricated by fully germaniding a single-crystalline Ge
nanowire through the solid-state reaction with Mn contacts
upon thermal annealing at 450 °C. Temperature-dependent
four-probe resistance measurements on the Mn5Ge3 nanowire
showed a clear slope change near 300 K accompanied by a
magnetic phase transition from ferromagnetism to paramagnetism. The transition temperature was able to be controlled by both axial and radial magnetic ﬁelds as the external
magnetic ﬁeld helped maintain the magnetization aligned in the Mn5Ge3 nanowire. Near the magnetic phase transition, the
critical behavior in the 1D system was characterized by a power-law relation with a critical exponent of α = 0.07 ± 0.01. Besides,
another interesting feature was revealed as a cusp at about 67 K in the ﬁrst-order derivative of the nanowire resistance, which was
attributed to a possible magnetic transition between two noncollinear and collinear ferromagnetic states in the Mn5Ge3 lattice.
Furthermore, temperature-dependent magneto-transport measurements demonstrated a hysteretic, symmetric, and stepwise axial
magnetoresistance of the Mn5Ge3 nanowire. The interesting features of abrupt jumps indicated the presence of multiple domain
walls in the Mn5Ge3 nanowire and the annihilation of domain walls driven by the magnetic ﬁeld. The Kurkijärvi model was used
to describe the domain wall depinning as thermally assisted escape from a single energy barrier, and the ﬁtting on the
temperature-dependent depinning magnetic ﬁelds yielded an energy barrier of 0.166 eV.
KEYWORDS: Ferromagnetic nanowire, Mn5Ge3, magnetic phase transition, domain wall motion, critical behavior
n the eﬀort to fabricate semiconductor nanowire ﬁeld-eﬀect
transistors (FETs), there have been extensive studies on Si
and Ge nanowire heterostructures through thermal annealing
to form silicide and germanide as Schottky source/drain
contacts to the Si and Ge nanowire channels.1−7 The formed
single-crystalline silicide (germanide) always maintains a highquality epitaxial relationship to the Si (Ge) nanowire with
atomically sharp interfaces, even though a substantially large
lattice mismatch was present at the interface or a huge strain
was accumulated in the nanowire heterostructures.7−9 The
length of the formed silicide (germanide) could be wellcontrolled by annealing temperature and time, making it
possible to shrink the Si (Ge) nanowire channel length down to
sub-tens nanometers using a simple and low-cost rapid thermal
annealing (RTA) process. This process may provide a
convenient approach to fabricate nanoscale transistors without
using conventional lithographic limit.7,10 With such high-quality
source/drain contacts, as-fabricated nanowire transistors have
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demonstrated a much improved performance than those with
direct metal contacts, since conventional metal/semiconductor
nanowire direct contacts usually suﬀered from Fermi level
pinning problem due to a high density of interface states on
semiconductor nanowire surfaces.11−14 Most of previous
studies have been focused on the growth dynamics of silicides
(germanides) in Si (Ge) nanowires and the electrical property
of silicide (germanide) contacts to determine the resistivities
and Schottky barrier heights to Si (Ge) nanowires, which are
crucial for determining the nanowire transistor performance.15−17 Furthermore, ferromagnetic silicides and germanides, such as MnSi and Mn5Ge3,7,10 have been recently
reported in such Si and Ge nanowire heterostructures for
potential spin injection into Si and Ge nanowires and for future
realization of nanowire spinFETs. However, little has been
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Figure 1. Formation of single-crystalline Mn5Ge3 nanowire. Schematic illustration of (a) an as-fabricated Ge nanowire device with multiple Mn
electrodes on a SiO2/Si substrate and (b) thermal conversion of a Ge nanowire into a single-crystalline Mn5Ge3 nanowire through rapid thermal
annealing (RTA) at 450 °C. (c) High-resolution TEM image of the formed Mn5Ge3 nanowire, conﬁrming its single crystallinity. The inset shows the
diﬀraction pattern along the [010] zone axis. (d) Two-probe and four-probe I−V measurements on a single Mn5Ge3 nanowire. The inset shows the
SEM image of a typical Mn5Ge3 nanowire with four electrodes.

with transmission electron microscope (TEM) and scanning
electron microscope (SEM), as shown in Figure 1c and the
inset of Figure 1d, respectively. The high-resolution TEM
image and the corresponding diﬀraction pattern conﬁrmed the
single crystallinity of the formed Mn5Ge3 nanowire. Mn5Ge3
was found to have a hexagonal lattice structure (space group
no. 193, P63/mcm in the Hermann-Mauguin notation or D88
structure type in the Strukturbericht designation) with lattice
constants: ahex = 0.7184 nm and chex = 0.5053 nm. From the
high-resolution TEM image, the lattice spacings were
determined to be d002 = 0.253 nm for the (002) planes and
d100 = 0.622 nm for the (100) planes, respectively. To extract
the electrical resistivity and exclude the contribution from the
contact, two-probe and four-probe I−V measurements were
performed on a 650-nm-long single-crystalline Mn5Ge3 nanowire, as shown in Figure 1d. The inset of Figure 1d shows the
SEM image of a typical Mn5Ge3 nanowire device with multiple
electrodes. The four-probe resistance measurement of the
Mn5Ge3 nanowire (with a diameter of about 60 nm) gave R4p =
551 Ω at T = 300 K, which corresponds to a resistivity of ρ =
240 μΩ·cm. The extracted resistivity is on the same order with
the reported values from an early work on Mn5Ge3 bulk crystals
(ρ ∼ 500 μΩ·cm) and more recent studies on Mn5Ge3 thin
ﬁlms (ρ = 90−120 μΩ·cm).18,19,24
To study the onset of the magnetic phase transition in
nanoscale material systems, it is quite diﬃcult to use
conventional methods such as superconducting quantum
interference devices (SQUID) and Hall or Torque magnetometries,25−29 because of the extremely weak magnetic signal,
for single nanowires in particular. However, the strong
correlation between the magnetism and the electrical transport
in magnetic systems,25 namely, a conductivity signature
accompanied with a magnetic phase transition, enables the
latter to be probed electrically. Following this rationale, we
carried out temperature-dependent magneto-transport measurements to investigate the nature of magnetic phase transition

done in studying detailed magnetic properties, magnetization
dynamics in particular, of the formed silicide and germanide
nanowires.10 On the other hand, Mn5Ge3 with strong
ferromagnetism up to room temperature has been intensively
studied as a promising high-eﬃciency spin injection source into
Ge toward the realization of Ge spinFETs.18 Most of the
pioneer work has been focused on the growth and magnetic
properties of Mn5Ge3 3D bulk and 2D thin ﬁlms,18−22 but there
is very limited study, to the best of our knowledge, on the 1D
Mn5Ge3 nanowire system. In this work, we report a systematic
study on the magnetic phase transition and domain wall motion
in the as-fabricated single-crystalline Mn5Ge3 nanowire using
electrical and magneto-transport measurements.
Results and Discussion. The single-crystalline Mn5Ge3
nanowire was fabricated by thermally converting a singlecrystalline Ge nanowire into Mn5Ge3 through a solid-state
reaction between the Ge nanowire and Mn metal contacts, as
described in a prior work for the formation of Mn5Ge3/Ge/
Mn5Ge3 nanowire transistors.7 The fabrication process is
schematically illustrated in Figures 1a,b. Brieﬂy, Ge nanowires
grown by conventional vapor−liquid−solid (VLS) method with
[111] growth directions were dispersed on a SiO2/Si
substrate23 and then patterned with e-beam lithography
followed by the e-beam deposition of 150-nm-thick Mn
contacts. A 5 nm/20 nm thick Ti/Au capping layer was also
deposited on top of the Mn electrodes to prevent Mn from
oxidization. The Mn−Ge nanowire device was then annealed at
450 °C in the ambient of N2 with rapid thermal annealing
(RTA) to drive Mn atoms diﬀuse into the Ge nanowire and
then completely convert it into Mn5Ge3. Excessive annealing
could ensure the fully germanidation of the Ge nanowire but
did not change the phase of the formed Mn5Ge3 nanowire,
suggesting that Mn5Ge3 is a thermally stable phase under this
annealing condition.7 The diameter of as-fabricated Mn5Ge3
nanowires was typically 50−80 nm, and the length could be
several micrometers. The nanowire morphology was inspected
6373

dx.doi.org/10.1021/nl303645k | Nano Lett. 2012, 12, 6372−6379

Nano Letters

Letter

Figure 2. Temperature-dependent resistance (R−T) measurements on a single Mn5Ge3 nanowire under diﬀerent axial and radial magnetic ﬁelds. (a)
R−T curves under axial magnetic ﬁelds of 0 Oe (during both warming up and cooling down), 45 kOe and 90 kOe (during warming up) using a
standard four-probe measurement. The inset shows the enlarged view of the R−T curves near the Curie temperature of about 300 K. The arrows
indicate the temperature sweeping directions, and the dashed lines indicate the slope change in R−T curves near 300 K. (b) First-order (left axis)
and second-order (right axis) derivatives of the R−T curves. The peak position in the second-order derivative corresponds to the “eﬀective” Curie
temperature under the speciﬁc magnetic ﬁeld. Curves under nonzero magnetic ﬁelds are intentionally oﬀset. (c) R−T curves (left axis) and the
corresponding ﬁrst-order derivatives (right axis) under radial magnetic ﬁelds of 0 Oe, 45 kOe, and 90 kOe. Curves of dR/dT under nonzero
magnetic ﬁelds are intentionally oﬀset. (d) Temperature-dependent resistance change (ΔR−T, left axis) and magnetoresistance (MR−T, right axis)
under axial magnetic ﬁelds 45 kOe and 90 kOe extracted from R−T curves in a using ΔR(T) = RH(T) − R0(T) and MR(T) = ΔR(T)/R0(T) ×
100%.

the resistivity change ratio above the Curie temperature, ρ(375
K)/ρ(300 K) ∼ 1.03, is typically small, and it is dominated by
phonon scatterings and electron−electron scatterings. It is
worth noting that the R−T curve measured in warming up (as
the temperature increased from 2 K up to 375 K) shows no
apparent diﬀerence from that measured in cooling down (as the
temperature decreased from 375 K down to 2 K). The inset of
Figure 2a magniﬁes the region of the R−T curves near the
Curie temperature, again showing that there is no measurable
thermal hysteresis. Such a feature indicates the absence of latent
heat during the underlying phase transition and is associated
with a second-order magnetic phase transition in the Mn5Ge3
nanowire.27
Interestingly, the transition region near T = 300 K became
smooth when a large axial magnetic ﬁeld was applied during the
temperature sweeping, as shown in the inset of Figure 2a, which
corresponds to the magnetic ﬁeld-driven phase transition.
Similar behaviors were observed in the R−T curves of
Mn4FeGe3 single crystals,32 and also in the temperaturedependent magnetization (M−T) curves of Ge1‑xMnx thin
ﬁlms.33 In order to reveal the magnetic ﬁeld-driven phase
transition more clearly, the ﬁrst-order (dR/dT) and secondorder derivatives (d2R/dT2) of the R−T curves under diﬀerent
magnetic ﬁelds were obtained as shown in Figure 2b. The
curves were intentionally oﬀset for clarity. As indicated by the
arrows, dR/dT curves under zero magnetic ﬁeld during
warming up (black) and cooling down (green) were both
plotted to further aﬃrm that there is no thermal hysteresis
associated with the magnetic phase transition. The peak
position of d2R/dT2 could be regarded as the “eﬀective”

in the Mn5Ge3 nanowire. In particular, temperature-dependent
resistance (R−T) measurements were performed on the
Mn5Ge3 nanowire under various magnetic ﬁelds of 0 Oe, 45
kOe, and 90 kOe, as shown in Figure 2a. The axial magnetic
ﬁeld H// was applied parallel to the nanowire growth direction,
which is also the magnetic easy axis due to the shape anisotropy
(to be discussed below). To exclude the contact resistance, a
standard four-probe measurement setup with lock-in technique
was carried out in a Quantum Design physical property
measurement system (PPMS). Under zero magnetic ﬁeld (H//
= 0 Oe), the Mn5Ge3 nanowire resistivity decreased from about
248 μΩ·cm at T = 375 K down to a residual resistivity of about
46.5 μΩ·cm at T = 2 K. Note that the nonzero residual
resistivity here is mainly due to impurity scatterings.30 The
monotonic decrease in the resistance when reducing the
temperature conﬁrmed the metallic characteristic of Mn5Ge3,
which was also reaﬃrmed by the fact that the nanowire
resistance showed no dependence on the gate bias (see Figure
R1 in the Supporting Information). Signiﬁcantly, there is a clear
transition in the R−T curve near T = 300 K as highlighted in
the inset of Figure 2a, which corresponds to the reported Curie
temperature for Mn5Ge3 bulk materials and thin ﬁlms (in the
range of 296−304 K).18−20,22,31 The slope change in the R−T
curve near the Curie temperature may be attributed to the spin
order−disorder transition and will be discussed in detail later.30
The resistivity change ratio below the Curie temperature, ρ(300
K)/ρ(2 K) ∼ 5.2, is much larger than that for a normal metal
due to additional electron-magnon scatterings from the
interaction between electron spins and local magnetic moments
in the ferromagnetic Mn5Ge3 nanowire.18,19,24 For comparison,
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Figure 3. Magneto-transport measurements on a single Mn5Ge3 nanowire. (a) MR ratio of the Mn5Ge3 nanowire as a function of axial magnetic ﬁeld
(top panel) and radial magnetic ﬁeld (bottom panel) at T = 20 K. The black and red arrows indicate the sweeping direction of the magnetic ﬁeld.
The MR ratio here is deﬁned as MR = (RH − Rmax)/Rmax × 100%. Both two MR data show ferromagnetic hysteresis during the magnetic ﬁeld
sweeping. Signiﬁcantly, unlike the relatively smooth change of the radial MR, the axial MR shows stepwise features. The abrupt jumps in the axial
MR are indicated by the blue and green arrows as H1 = −723.0 Oe, H2 = −871.4 Oe, H3 = 719.2 Oe, and H4 = 849.4 Oe. The blue dash line indicates
the radial coercivity ﬁeld of Hc = 230 Oe in the radial MR. (b) MR ratio of the Mn5Ge3 nanowire as a function of the axial magnetic ﬁeld at diﬀerent
temperatures. The blue (trace 1), green (trace 2), cyan (trace 3), and magenta (trace 4) arrows track the abrupt jumps in the MR curves when
sweeping the magnetic ﬁeld, suggesting the presence of multiple domain walls along with magnetic ﬁeld-driven domain wall motion in the Mn5Ge3
nanowire. The MR curves at diﬀerent temperatures are intentionally oﬀset by multiples of 0.5%. The black and red arrows indicate the magnetic ﬁeld
sweeping directions.

Curie temperature, and it moved from TC1 = 300 K at H// = 0
Oe to TC2 = 319 K at H// = 45 kOe, and further to TC3 = 322 K
at H// = 90 kOe. The magnetic ﬁeld-driven phase transition can
be simply understood as following: at zero magnetic ﬁeld,
magnetizations in the Mn5Ge3 nanowire are well-aligned below
the Curie temperature, and the conduction electrons experience
additional electron-magnon scatterings (as ρ varies with T2 to
the ﬁrst-order approximation) besides to phonon (as ρ varies
with T5) and electron−electron scatterings (as ρ varies with
T2).30 As the temperature is increased to be above the Curie
temperature, Mn5Ge3 becomes paramagnetic, and then phonon
scatterings and electron−electron scatterings become the
dominant scattering mechanism for conduction electrons.
Reﬂected in the R−T curve is an abrupt slope change near
the Curie temperature resulting from the vanishing magnetic
orderings and scatterings in the Mn5Ge3 nanowire. However, if
a magnetic ﬁeld is applied during this process, as the
temperature sweeps across the original Curie temperature,
magnetizations are still aligned by the external magnetic ﬁeld
until a certain point at which the magnetizations become
randomized again. The higher magnetic ﬁeld is applied, the
higher temperature can be for magnetization in the system to
maintain alignment.
In addition to the magnetic phase transition near the Curie
temperature of Mn5Ge3, another interesting feature is that there
is a cusp near TMn = 67 K in the dR/dT curves, and the eﬀect of
the axial magnetic ﬁeld on this cusp, if any, is much smaller than
that near the Curie temperature. Similar behavior was also
observed in Mn5Ge3 thin ﬁlms epitaxially grown on Ge (111)
substrates, and the cusp position is consistent with the cusp in
the dM/dT curve by taking the ﬁrst-order derivative from the
temperature-dependent magnetization curve.19 Polarized neutron diﬀraction studies on the spatial distribution of the
magnetization density in Mn5Ge3 revealed two crystallographically nonequivalent Mn sublattices, namely, MnI and
MnII, with two distinctive magnetic moments of 1.96 μB and
3.23 μB, respectively.34 Density function calculations also

suggested the coexistence of two energetically degenerate
ferromagnetic states, collinear and noncollinear conﬁgurations,
in the Mn5Ge3 lattice,35 and the observed cusp in the dR/dT
curves may be attributed to a possible magnetic transition
between these two states. A similar scenario occurs in the
antiferromagnetic Mn5Si3 that has the same crystal structure as
Mn5Ge3. Indeed, it was reported that a magnetic transition
from noncollinear to collinear antiferromagnetic spin states in
bulk Mn5Si3 occurred at almost the same temperature of T ∼
66 K as in Mn5Ge3,36,37 which was accompanied by a partial
disorder of the magnetic moments carried by MnI and MnII
sublattices.
The temperature-dependent resistance measurements under
diﬀerent radial (perpendicular to the nanowire axis) magnetic
ﬁelds of 0 kOe, 45 kOe, and 90 kOe were also performed on
the Mn5Ge3 nanowire, as shown in Figure 2c. The R−T curves
here are almost identical to those under axial magnetic ﬁelds,
showing a similar feature of magnetic ﬁeld-driven phase
transition. However, it is important to point out that the
magnetic behavior under a small magnetic ﬁeld (i.e., near the
coercivity ﬁeld) for axial and radial directions could be diﬀerent
due to the shape anisotropy, as to be discussed in Figure 3.
Furthermore, the temperature-dependent magnetoresistance
ratio (MR−T) under axial magnetic ﬁelds of H// = 45 kOe and
90 kOe was obtained by MR(T) = ΔR(T)/R0(T) × 100%, in
which R0(T) is the temperature-dependent nanowire resistance
under zero magnetic ﬁeld; ΔR(T), the temperature-dependent
resistance change, was obtained by ΔR(T) = RH(T) − R0(T).
As shown in Figure 2a, the Mn5Ge3 nanowire exhibits a
negative MR in the whole temperature range due to the
suppression of electron scatterings with an applied magnetic
ﬁeld. Again there are two characteristic features in the MR−T
curves: one peak at the Curie temperature TC1 = 300 K
corresponding to the magnetic phase transition of Mn5Ge3 and
the other one at TMn = 67 K attributed to a possible magnetic
transition between two collinear and noncollinear ferromagnetic states in Mn5Ge3.
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Figure 4. (a) Temperature-dependent depinning ﬁelds extracted from the MR curves in the temperature range between 50 and 150 K. Trace 1
(green squares) represents the depinning ﬁelds indicated by the green arrows in Figure 3b, while trace 2 (blue dots) represents the depinning ﬁelds
indicated by the blue arrows in Figure 3b. The ﬁttings (green and blue lines) using the Kurkijärvi model reveal a domain wall depinning energy
barrier of 0.166 ± 0.001 eV. (b) Linear ﬁtting in the log−log plot of d2R/dT2 versus the reduced temperature Γ = (T − TC)/TC in the temperature
range of 300−320 K, yielding a critical exponent of α = 0.07 ± 0.01 in the power-law relation of d2R/dT2 ∝ Γ−(1+α). The inset shows the
temperature-dependent curve near the Curie temperature under zero magnetic ﬁeld.

magnetic ﬁeld H⊥= 3 kOe. These results are consistent with the
previous statement that the easy axis is along the nanowire axial
direction.
Now let us investigate more on the stepwise features in the
axial MR and their temperature dependence. A physical picture
of the abrupt jump in the nanowire resistance can be simply
described as following: Initially a domain wall is pinned at a
certain crystalline defect site inside the nanowire. As the
magnetic ﬁeld increases to a certain value (the so-called
depinning ﬁeld), the domain wall is moved out of the nanowire
(or annihilated) as the defect is not able to hold it any more.
This would give rise to an abrupt decrease (roughly by the
amount of the domain wall resistance) in the measured
nanowire resistance. Therefore, the observed multiple abrupt
jumps in the axial MR are a strong evidence for the presence of
multiple domain walls in the Mn5Ge3 nanowire along with
magnetic ﬁeld-driven domain wall motion. In a simpliﬁed
model,41,42 the domain wall depinning in a ferromagnetic
nanowire can be described as the thermally assisted escape from
a single energy barrier. The attempt rate, or inversely the
depinning time of the domain wall, is given by the Kurkijärvi
model:38−43

In the as-fabricated ferromagnetic nanowires by both topdown lithographic method and bottom-up chemical synthesis,
there are unavoidable crystalline defects or artiﬁcial structural
constraints, which may act as domain wall pinning sites and
alter the magnetization dynamics in the nanowire.38−40 A
similar scenario may also occur in our Mn5Ge3 nanowires. Also,
as Mn atoms diﬀuse into and react with the Ge nanowire,
appreciable strain would be built up in the Mn5Ge3 nanowire,7−9 and the accumulated strain could also favor the
nucleation of domain walls inside the nanowire. To investigate
the domain wall dynamics, magneto-transport studies were
performed on the Mn5Ge3 nanowire by sweeping the magnetic
ﬁeld at diﬀerent temperatures. The results shown in Figure 3
(and the following discussion) indicate that the magnetization,
or equivalently the easy axis, lies along the axial direction of the
nanowire. The MR here is deﬁned by MR = (RH − Rmax)/Rmax
× 100%, where Rmax is the maximum nanowire resistance
during magnetic ﬁeld sweeps. Due to the shape anisotropy, the
MR behavior under the axial (along the easy axis) and the radial
(perpendicular to the easy axis) magnetic ﬁeld is very diﬀerent.
For instance, Figure 3a plots the axial MR (top panel) and
radial MR (bottom panel) at T = 20 K. The radial MR shows a
regular hysteretic and smooth characteristic as the magnetic
ﬁeld sweeps back and forth between +30 kOe and −30 kOe.
The negative MR ratio is about −1.5% under H⊥= 30 kOe, and
the coercivity (regarded as the peak position by parabolic ﬁtting
near the maximum MR value) is about Hc = 230 Oe at T = 20
K. More interestingly, the axial MR shows clear features of
abrupt jumps on top of regular hysteretic loops, as indicated by
the blue and green arrows in Figure 3a: as the magnetic ﬁeld is
swept from 3 kOe to −3 kOe (backward sweeping, black line),
the nanowire resistance drops abruptly at H1 = −723.0 Oe,
followed by another abrupt decrease at H2 = −871.4 Oe (green
arrows); as the magnetic ﬁeld is swept back to 3 kOe (forward
sweeping, red line), the nanowire resistance drops abruptly at
H3 = 719.2 Oe, followed by another abrupt decrease at H4 =
849.4 Oe (blue arrows), which are almost symmetric to H1 and
H2. It is noted that the axial switching ﬁelds (719.2−871.4 Oe)
are larger than the radial coercivity ﬁeld of Hc = 230 Oe at T =
20 K, and also the axial MR ratio is about −0.6% under H// = 3
kOe is larger than the value of about −0.3% under an radial

⎡ E (H ) ⎤
τ = τ0 exp⎢ −
⎥
⎣ kBT ⎦

(1)

Here τ0 is the attempt rate at zero temperature, kB is the
Boltzmann constant, and E(H) is the magnetic ﬁeld-dependent
energy barrier. A simple analytical approximation for E(H) is
given by:41,42
1.5
⎛
H⎞
E (H ) = E 0 ⎜ 1 −
⎟
H0 ⎠
⎝

(2)

in which E0 is the energy barrier height under zero magnetic
ﬁeld and H0 is the domain wall escape ﬁeld at zero temperature.
Inserting eq 2 into eq 1 and considering a constant sweeping
rate of the magnetic ﬁeld would yield the temperature
dependence of the escape ﬁeld, or equivalently the depinning
ﬁeld:41,42
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transition,50 which can be characterized by a power-law
relation, as derived from the scaling hypothesis function:51
dR
A
= (Γ−α + 1) + B
dT
α

(3)

where υ = 5 Oe/s is the magnetic ﬁeld sweeping rate in this
study. To extract the energy barrier height E0, temperaturedependent MR measurements were performed on the Mn5Ge3
nanowire, and the results are given in Figure 3b, whose arrows
track the abrupt jumps in the MR curves. The switching ﬁeld of
the last abrupt jump at each temperature is marked by blue and
green arrows, regarding as the major depinning ﬁeld. The
temperature-dependent depinning ﬁelds are then replotted as
solid symbols in Figure 4a for both forward (trace 1, blue
squares) and backward (trace 2, green dots) magnetic ﬁeld
sweepings. The solid lines are ﬁtted curves using the above
Kurkijärvi model. In eq 3, only E0 and H0 are treated as the
ﬁtting parameters. The attempt rate τ0 is typically in the range
of 108−1012 Hz, and here we assume a constant value of τ0 =
1010 Hz. The value of Hd(T)/H0 varies roughly between 0.4
and 1.0 in the ﬁtting temperature range of 50−150 K, and here
an average value of 0.7 is used. The ﬁtted E0 (H0) is 0.167 eV
(990 Oe) and 0.165 eV (1062 Oe) for the forward and
backward magnetic ﬁeld sweepings, respectively. The values of
the energy barrier height are very close for both magnetic ﬁeld
sweeping directions, consistent with the symmetric switching in
the MR curves shown in Figure 3. It is worth noting that the
ﬁtted values of E0 and H0 are not sensitive to the given values
for τ0 and Hd(T)/H0. The parameter changes in the range of
108 Hz ≤ τ0 ≤ 1012 Hz and 0.4 ≤ Hd(T)/H0 < 1 would only
lead to a variation within 15% for the ﬁtted value of E0 and less
than 1% for that of H0 (see the Supporting Information),
suggesting that our ﬁtting results are justiﬁed.
Finally, to understand the nature of the second-order
magnetic phase transition at the Curie temperature, the d2R/
dT2 curve of the Mn5Ge3 nanowire under H = 0 Oe was
revisited, as shown in the inset of Figure 4b. The critical
behavior near the transition temperature can be described with
the universal scaling hypothesis, which consists of a set of
equations that relate various critical-point exponents.44 For
example, a simple scaling law α + 2β + γ = 2 relates the
exponents α, β, and γ describing the speciﬁc heat Cp ∼ |Γ|−α,
the magnetization M ∼ |Γ|−β and the isothermal susceptibility
χT ∼ |Γ|−γ as T approaches TC. Here Γ = (T − TC)/TC is the
reduced temperature. Those exponents oﬀer a systematic
characterization of underlying phase transitions, which can be
accordingly categorized into diﬀerent universality classes, such
as 2D Ising, 3D Heisenberg, as well as mean ﬁeld theory
models, despite of diﬀerent structures and transition temperatures.44,45 As discussed previously, the revelation of the critical
behavior from the magnetization information is prevented in
the present system, resulting from the weak magnetic signal
from an individual Mn5Ge3 nanowire. In conventional
ferromagnetic metals, the speciﬁc heat curve is proportional
to the dR/dT curve at the critical point,46,47 since the same
electron scattering mechanism in the spin−spin correlation
would dominate both dR/dT and the speciﬁc heat as T tends to
TC from above.30 In other words, the critical exponent α in the
speciﬁc heat is the same as that in dR/dT, which has been
experimentally veriﬁed in various material systems such as iron
and gadolinium.48,49 Assuming this relation holds, here we
discuss an alternative approach to obtain the critical exponent α
from the resistance anomaly near the magnetic phase

T > TC

(4)

or
d2R
A
= − Γ−(1 + α)
2
TC
dT

T > TC

(5)

As shown in Figure 4b, the linear ﬁtting in the log−log plot
of d2R/dT2 versus Γ in the temperature range of 300−320 K
yields a critical exponent of α = 0.07 ± 0.01. Note that this
value dramatically deviates from both the long-range mean ﬁeld
model (α = 0) and the nearest neighbor 3D Heisenberg model
(α = 0.134).45 Also, the 1D Ising model, describing an ideal 1D
lattice, has no phase transition; hence clearly it does not apply
to our system. Such a deviation may arise from the variation of
dimensionality from 3D in bulk systems to 1D in nanowires,
which clearly requires further theoretical justiﬁcation. Noted
that the similar deviation from theoretical models was also
reported in the acquisition of critical exponent β from
temperature-dependent magnetization measurements on 2D
Mn5Ge3 thin ﬁlms,19 and it was attributed to the ﬁnite size
eﬀect.52 Nevertheless, our experimental results oﬀer a practical
approach to investigate the nature of magnetic phase transitions
in 1D systems through electrical transport measurements.
Conclusions. In conclusion, this work presented a systematic study on the electrical transport study of magnetic phase
transition and domain wall motion in a ferromagnetic Mn5Ge3
nanowire. The single-crystalline Mn 5Ge3 nanowire was
fabricated through the thermal reaction between a Ge nanowire
and Mn contacts, which fully converted the Ge nanowire into a
Mn5Ge3 nanowire upon RTA at 450 °C. R−T measurements
on the Mn5Ge3 nanowire were performed to electrically probe
the magnetic phase transition at the Curie temperature of about
300 K. The nature of the critical behavior accompanied with
this phase transition was characterized using a power-law
relation in d2R/dT2 with a critical exponent of α = 0.07 ± 0.01.
Magnetic ﬁeld-driven phase transition was also demonstrated
with applied axial and radial magnetic ﬁelds of 45 and 90 kOe,
and the eﬀective Curie temperature was increased to about 319
and 322 K, respectively. Besides, a possible magnetic transition
between noncollinear and collinear ferromagnetic states in the
Mn5Ge3 lattice resulted in a cusp feature in the dR/dT and
MR−T curves. Signiﬁcantly, the domain wall dynamics in the
Mn5Ge3 nanowire were investigated by temperature-dependent
MR studies. Unlike the relatively smooth change in the radial
MR, the axial MR showed symmetric stepwise features, in
which the abrupt jumps in the nanowire resistance were
attributed to the magnetic ﬁeld-driven domain wall motion in
the Mn5Ge3 nanowire. From the temperature-dependent
depinning ﬁeld, the energy barrier was estimated to be about
0.166 eV based on the Kurkijärvi model that describes the ﬁelddriven domain wall depinning as thermally assisted escape from
a single energy barrier. This magneto-transport study on the
Mn5Ge3 nanowire advances the fundamental understanding of
its ferromagnetic properties, including the magnetic phase
transition and domain wall motion. Therefore, our work serves
as an important step toward the realization of electrical spin
injection from Mn5Ge3 into Ge in the Mn5Ge3/Ge/Mn5Ge3
nanowire transistor and further to build Ge nanowire-based
spinFETs.
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